
Whether or not you agreed with The Dixie Chicks comment the treatment of the
Dixie Chicks is the perfect example of why the media should not be allowed to
deregulate. Clear Channel and other radio stations stopped their music from
being played on their stations nationwide.

What happened to freedom of expression?! Listeners should have been given the
freedom to listen or not as they choose. What if next time it's not just music
that is prevented from being heard? Media should not be owned by one corporation
or person. Controlling the media gives too much power to one ideology.

Besides with the 'sucess' of degregulation on the energy industry in California
I'm shocked anyone would ever again consider deregulating anything. California
was held over a barrel and forced to pay billions in order to make billions for
some oppurtunist companies. We're still feeling the effects and while it was
obvious to people in California what was happening, it took the fall of Enron
for the truth to be evident to others. As I remember the Federal Government
refused to intervene for California with the private energy companies who were
manipulating the market and while the companies were found to be guilty of
overcharging they were not held accountable for repaying the full amount they
defrauded the State. Not just money was involved either, there was also the
rolling blackouts which caused major problems and inconveniences for people.

Why would you consider putting the national media in the same vulnerable
position? Think of rolling blackouts of information.

Please don't deregulate the industry. Instead please focus on limiting
monopolies of the industry. Media is a powerful tool and shouldn't be allowed to
be controlled by any one interest group or entity.

Thank you.


